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Fancy a life on the stage? Arts1 in Milton Keynes offers training in dance,  
acting & musical theatre. Visit arts1.co.uk or call 01908 604756 for details

A
hhh, the tribute band. 
The cause of many a 
debate over a pint, 
it’s up there with the 

‘covers vs originals’ argument. 
You know the one? Some 

folk say that promoters don’t 
want original acts to grace 
their establishment and that 
they want covers and tributes 
instead.

While there are some 
venues that only book 
such acts, there’s always an 
abundance of promoters that 
support and pay original talent 
to appear on their stage, while 
also providing discerning gig-
goers with occasional quality 
covers and tribute bands. 

I say “And why not?” I’m 
personally passionate about 
original singer/songwriters, 
but I’ll stand up for covers and 
tribute artists also.

Step forward The Craufurd 
Arms in Wolverton, a jewel in 
our local music crown. 

At over 100 years old, the 
pub has become synonymous 
with live music; championing 
local musicians and bringing 
the big, touring names to MK, 
they make no apologies for 
booking tribute bands from 
time-to-time, nor should they. 

Last month the venue 
welcomed back Jilted 
Generation, The Prodigy 
tribute band (as the name 
suggests), who returned to a 
packed crowd. 

The rather ominously-
named Petrol Bastard opened 
proceedings, with the electro-
punk duo giving a colourful 
performance that made 
onlookers dance and chuckle 
in equal measures.

Next up, the headliners 
Jilted Generation. Kicking off 
with Breathe, they unleashed 
an awesome, aural assault, 
meticulously checking off 
Prodigy hits from the past 25 
years. 

As fans threw their sweaty 
bodies around, it was obvious 
they were doing something 
right and the audience 
became immersed in the 
sounds.

The lads delivered each 
tune with the passion and 

Queen of the Milton Keynes music scene Vicki 
McCarthy reviews a gig at The Craufurd Arms  
by The Prodigy tribute band Jilted Generation The scene 

energy seen in tribute bands 
that are genuine fans of who 
they’re playing homage to.

Signing off with Out of 
Space, Jilted Generation 
firmly proved that tribute 
bands do have a place in the 
live music scene. 

Whether such acts exist 
to bring the music alive of 
artists no longer around, or 
they just offer an alternative 
means for a fan to enjoy their 
idol’s music, there’s always 
the added pressure of making 
sure that they are actually a 
tribute to the act in question. 

After all, imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery!

TRIBUTE: Jilted Generation in action       Picture by Richard Hedge

Jilted Generation smash it 
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J
odie Prenger shot to 
fame when she was 
crowned winner of I’d Do 
Anything, the 2008 BBC 

show searching for a Nancy 
for Oliver! 

She was equally as brilliant 
as Shani Wallis was in the 
1968 film – gutsy, determined 
and belting out her songs. 

Jodie will play Shirley in 
Willy Russell’s heart-warming 
comedy SHIRLEY VALENTINE 
(March 27-April 1, MK 
Theatre).  

Shirley’s life is empty, her 
kids have left home, and she 
has taken to talking to the wall. 

Offered a trip to Greece, 
she secretly packs her 
bags, and goes. Adventure, 
romance, and a fulfilling life 
ensue. I think this role will 
suit Prenger perfectly.

With a career spanning 40 
years, Willy Russell (Blood 
Brothers, Educating Rita) is 
undeniably one of the most 

successful playwrights of his 
generation. 

When Russell met Jodie 
he knew instantly here was 
a formidable actress who 
possessed the grit, warmth, 
drive and vulnerability to 
recreate the part.

THE PLAY THAT GOES 
WRONG (March 13-18, MK 
Theatre) is a highly physical 
comedy packed with finely-
tuned farce, and Buster 
Keaton-inspired slapstick 
delivered with split-second 
timing and ambitious daring. 

The play introduces ‘The 
Cornley Polytechnic Drama 
Society’ that is attempting 
to put on a 1920s murder-
mystery.  

As the title suggests, 
everything that can go wrong, 

Award-nominated radio presenter and arts writer 
Nancy Stevens looks ahead to Shirley Valentine  
at Milton Keynes Theatre in this month’s column show stoppers 

does, as the accident-prone 
thespians battle against all 
odds to get to their final 
curtain call.  Laughs are a 
100% guaranteed in this 
show.

AUSTERITY THE MUSICAL 
(March 29-April 1, MK 
Library) is a controversial 
new play by the brilliant 
partnership of writer 
Mike Elliston and director 
Rosemary Hill, seen through 
the eyes of the 1951 Festival 
of Britain and another period 
of austerity. For tickets to this 
play, visit ticketsource.co.uk/
event/164893

I’d Do Anything winner in MK

GOLDEN GIRL: Jodie Prenger plays the lead in Shirley Valentine

Listen to Nancy Stevens’ arts 
show on MKFM every Sunday 
from 6pm to 7pm. Twitter:  
@NancyStevensMK

You can catch Vicki McCarthy 
Monday to Thursday on 
MKFM from 7pm to 10pm on 
106.3FM and mkfm.com.
Twitter: @VickiMcCarthyFM




