
In the 1990s, Newman and 
Baddiel famously became 
the first comedians to 
sell-out shows at Wembley 

Arena and, as leaders of a new 
zeitgeist, the duo triggered 
a widely-held opinion that 
stand-up comedy was “the 
new rock and roll” – a label 
that has not been shaken, 
even to this day.

Step forward MK11 in Kiln 
Farm. Founded and run by 
brothers Marc and Simon 
O’Brien, the venue has gone 
from strength-to-strength 
since opening its doors in 
2013. 

A truly independent venue, 
it has grown from humble 
beginnings through sheer 
hard work and by offering its 
punters a one-stop-shop for 
live music, a snooker room, 
live sports, a vape bar and a 
fantastic food offering.

But this year saw another 
feather to its cap as it launched 
the free monthly comedy night 
‘Grub and Giggle’. 

Organised and run by local 
stand-up comedian and DJ 
Dan Mayo, Grub and Giggle 
showcases some of the hottest 
comedic talent, with up to 
eight acts gracing the stage 
each month.

So how was Grub and 
Giggle conceived? 

“It just grew out of an 
obvious need,” explained Dan. 

“MK was crying out for a 
regular stand-up comedy 
night, so when MK11 
approached me I couldn’t turn 
it down.” 

As a gigging comedian, 
Dan is well connected on the 
circuit and quickly looked to 
his contacts for strong acts to 
launch the first event.

Mirth-seekers were equally 
as quick to respond, turning 
up in their droves, taking 
advantage of the bar food 
deals and humour on offer and 
with such a myriad of acts on 
the bill, each event really does 
have something for everyone.

Previous months have seen 
some big names take to the 
stage, from Britain’s Got Talent 
star Gantis Kandis to the 
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current English Comedian of 
the Year Josh Pugh. 

“There’s plenty more lined 
up for future events,” said Dan. 
“I’m constantly gigging and 
networking, pushing to make 
Grub and Giggle the hottest 
comedy night in the region.” 

As we approach the autumn 
and winter months and all 
start to lose the post-summer 
glow, what can be better than 
a night of merriment and fun? 

It’s well known that laughter 
is seen as a form of medicine 
and, quite frankly, I feel we 
should all be getting Grub and 
Giggle on a repeat prescription!

Grub and Giggle aiming to be 
region’s hottest comedy night

Dan Mayo 
on stage and, 
inset, Vicki  
McCarthy

The next Grub and Giggle 
night at MK11 is on Monday 
September 25. Entry is free 
and the first act is on at 8pm.
Visit mk11kilnfarm.com

Reel reviewer

A stylish Kingsman sequel

K
ingsman: The Golden 
Circle (out September 
20) is the sequel to 
the hugely popular 

comedy-action spy film 
released in 2014.

In this second instalment, 
an unrefined street kid-
turned-spy (Taron Egerton) 
has an almighty battle on his 
hands when the headquarters 
of his Kingsman organisation 
are destroyed and the world 
is held hostage.

Baddie Julianne Moore 
attempts to bring down the 
organisation for good, but 
Egerton and his debonair boss 
Colin Firth are out to thwart 
her. 

Jeff Bridges, Channing 
Tatum and Halle Berry put 
in cameos in this gloriously 
over-stylised action thriller.

The Limehouse Golem 
(September 1)
Anything starring the always 
impeccably attired Bill Nighy 
is worth a look, including this 
Victorian thriller. 

He plays a detective out 
to apprehend a vicious killer. 
Amongst the suspects are an 
actor (Douglas Booth) and a 

woman with troubles of her 
own (Olivia Cooke). It all adds 
up to a sedate and creepy 
thriller.

It (September 8)
Many of my friends, terrified 
by Tim Curry’s creepy 
performance of author 
Stephen King’s killer clown, 
are looking forward to this big 
screen remake. 

From the trailer, it looks like 
they will be happy, as this is 
lavish with lots of shocks. 

You’ll never look at clowns 
as figures of fun again.

 
American Assassin 
(September 14)
After being attacked by 
terrorists on a beach, Mitch 
(Dylan O’Brien) joins the CIA 
and becomes a Black Op. 

He sets out to hunt a 
mysterious operative (Taylor 
Kitsch) but will his personal 
quest for vengeance be his 
undoing? 

There are some ruthlessly 
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You can read more in-depth 
reviews from Jason by 
following him on Twitter:  
@Reelreviewer

efficient stunt scenes and 
brilliant effects in the trailer.

 
Victoria and Abdul 
(September 15)
Judi Dench returns as Queen 
Victoria following her Oscar 
nominated turn in Mrs Brown 
(1997). 

Queen Vic’s controversial 
attachment to Muslim servant 
Abdul Karim is chronicled.

SPY GUY: Taron Egerton in Kingsman 2    Photo: 20th Century Fox

Crossword solution

Book advertising in Celebrate:MK for a minimum of three 
months for a 20% discount. Email jon@celebratemk.co.uk
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